




Digital technology in the Peak District
There are over 250 guided 
walks in the Peak District each 
year, and ‘Moors for the Future’ 
decided to complement these 
walks by providing the first ever 
downloadable MP3 audio trails for 
countryside sites in the UK. With 
the advent of MP3 technology and 
the dramatic fall in price (and size) 
of recording equipment it is now 
very easy to record and publish 
a wide variety of audio material. 
Programme Manager, Chris Dean 
said, “Unlike led walks, these 
award-winning audio trails are 

Gill Thomas, Curriculum Support Tutor, Visual Arts 
and Media Adult Education in Gloucestershire has 
been encouraging tutors not only to embrace the 
concept of e-learning in the delivery of their classes, 
but to get their learners involved as well. She said, 
“One example is an Embroidery and Textiles class 
where learners have been encouraged to use their 
own digital cameras – some on mobile phones – to 

The ‘Paws on the Moors’ initiative aims to promote responsible dog 
ownership. Peak District Information Centres transmit a free trailer of an 
animated film to visitors’ mobile phones using Bluetooth.  
To find out more visit www.pawsonthemoors.org

‘School of everything’ is a free 
site that helps learners find local 
teachers in all subjects, worldwide. 
The initiative has won awards for its 
innovative approach to education, 
based on the principle that 
everyone has something to learn 
and everyone has something to 
teach. Teachers provide a profile of 
themselves and what they can offer, 
and learners search for the tutor, 
group or method that suits their 
interests and needs. It’s free to join.  
To find out more visit  
http://schoolofeverything.com

keep a record of their work and to use the internet at 
home for research. Photographs have been uploaded 
to Flickr enabling them to share their work with family 
and friends, and during a group session one learner 
was able to show a PowerPoint slideshow to her family 
and friends.” 
For more information contact  
gill@thequarryhouse.com

accessible 365 days of the year, so 
if you are unable to make the walk 
you fancy – then just download it 
and do it at your leisure. With over 
2,000 downloads of our 13 audio 
guides in under two years we 
believe this has been a successful, 
and accessible, way of educating 
visitors about the special qualities of 
the moorland areas of the National 
Park through the use of oral 
reminiscence, narration, storytelling, 
music and sound effects.”

To find out more visit  
www.moorsforthefuture.org.uk
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Lipstick, house keys, clean hanky, memory stick:  
Changing the contents of Grandma’s handbag

Map showing walks with  
audio trails.
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Etherpad is a real-time collaborative 
text editing tool that enables users 
to work on documents together 
at the same time. Etherpad 
can be used for meeting notes, 
teleconferencing and drafting and 
editing documents. One member 
of the Chips team said, “I found 
the Etherpad very easy to use. I 
was invited to contribute to an 
Etherpad that had already been set 

An innovative teaching and 
learning tool has been introduced 
at Wetherby Secure College in 
West Yorkshire. As part of an 
Offender Learning project led by 
NIACE, KickstartTV (an interactive 
TV service commissioned by the 
Learning and Skills Council (LSC)), 
has been customised for Wetherby. 
Wetherby is trialling KickstartTV 
in the education area, so that 
tutors can familiarise themselves 
with it and talk to users about the 
experience. Interactive digital TV is 
well suited to environments where 
there is concern about internet 
security. All navigation is via on-
screen menus using a TV remote 
control and users cannot explore 
other sites or send or receive 
messages. Text, graphics, images, 
animations, quizzes and videos 
have been included, repurposed 
for TV from a variety of sources. 
Wetherby have plans to install the 
kit in 40 cells in their new Keppel 
Unit, enabling individual interactive 
learning to take place in-cell. 
Sandy Young, the Young Offending 
Institution’s (YOI) Business and 
Partnership Development Manager, 
says, “We want to expand the 
content available, and our tutors 
are keen to have their own content 

up. I was then directed by others 
using the pad to edit my name 
and to change the colour of the 
text I used, so that we could all see 
who had contributed what to our 
discussion. We used Etherpad in 
conjunction with Skype, so that we 
had a telephone conference with 
Skype, and as we discussed things 
we all added our thoughts/notes to 
the Etherpad. At anytime any one 
of us could save the current version 
of the Etherpad, and at the end of 
the session I was able to export 

our collaborative notes to a Word 
document. I will definitely use it 
again.”

Take a look at  
http://etherpad.com/

Etherpad

KickstartTV

This section uses animated 
interviews to assist the induction 
process, enabling users to find out 
facts about the prison, its services 
and facilities for themselves.

The Jobskills section helps users 
to consider the type of work they 
could train for. For example, a 
local construction employer has 
provided content around the types 
of jobs they offer, and what they 
would require of anyone working 
for them.

‘Money matters’ aims to 
encourage offenders to manage 
their money better, to help improve 
their lives on returning to the 
outside community.

Examples of content produced for Wetherby’s interactive TV service.

input to KickstartTV to complement 
the courses they run.”

This is just a sample of the learning 
and information that could be 
included in offender learning 
interactive TV.  

If you would like to know more 
please contact Paula Taylor at  
paula.taylor@
rivenhallconsulting.com 
To view the generic service on its 
PC platform go to  
www.kickstarttv.co.uk
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How to get involved in the programme
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Professional Development Advisers  
(PDAs) eCPD – Enhancing Learning
LSIS has commissioned the PDAs 
eCPD programme to support 
whole-organisational approaches 
to harnessing technology for 
teaching and learning. Provider 
representatives have helped to 
shape the programme to ensure it 
responds to the diverse needs of 
the whole further education (FE) 
system.

What does the programme 
include?

•	 A new, simplified framework 
for eCPD, developed to provide a nationally 
recognised structure for professional development 
in the use of technology to enhance teaching and 
learning.

•	 Two days free face-to-face training for nominated 
PDAs, complemented by personalised mentoring 
and coaching support.

•	 Access to the eCPD Online Learning Space (OLS), 
a growing community of practice developed with 
representatives from the whole FE system, featuring: 

o	 the new eCPD framework and associated CPD 
planning tool designed to mirror the structure of 
the Institute for Learning’s (IfL) REFLECT tool;

o	 lively discussion forums where users can share 
comments and ideas, and conduct peer-to-peer 
review of activities and experiences;

The ‘Maths Takes You There’ 
website offers ideas, materials and 
guidance on how to support adult 
learners towards mathematics. 
Aimed at ‘intermediaries’ who 
may be looking for new ways 
to engage adult learners, the 
website contains stimulating 
and entertaining mathematical 
activities to help learners get to 
grips with maths!

To access the website visit  
www.esilverchair.co.uk

o	 a growing library of resources and case studies 
provided by practitioners across the country to 
support development of effective practice; and

o	 videos and podcasts on the latest developments 
in e-learning.

Visit http://ecpd.bdplearning.com to register 
on the OLS, access the eCPD framework, a 
wealth of resources and to start networking 
with colleagues across the country. To register 
your interest in becoming a PDA and attending 
the next PDA training events in October, email 
ecpdprogramme@bdplearning.com or telephone 
0207 492 6932. Further details about the training, 
dates and venues will be available soon and 
published on the OLS.

To find out more about NIACE numeracy projects please contact 
barbara.nance@niace.org.uk
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Calling all CaMeL funded organisations!
The CaMeL (Capital Motivating e-Learning) project team at NIACE is 
currently producing the final report for the 2008–2009 round of funding 
and would like to include as many examples as possible of ways in which 
the funding has been successfully used by organisations to improve their 
capital infrastructure and to support the development of e-learning for 
their adult learners.

Chips readers are therefore invited to submit case studies to the team 
– parts of which may be quoted in the final report. A selection of case 
studies will also be published on the NIACE website later this year, so 
don’t miss out on your chance to share your success stories with others. 
A template is available to help you produce your organisation’s case 
study. Please contact jackie.essom@niace.org.uk for a copy. The first ten 
readers to send a completed case study by 31 July 2009 will each receive 
a USB memory stick.
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ITQ Learning and Skills is a national 
qualification in IT User Skills for 
the education sector. It provides 
a flexible structure for designing 
a customised IT skills learning 
plan leading to a recognised 
qualification. ITQ Learning and 
Skills was developed and piloted 
as part of a joint initiative between NIACE, e-skills UK and Becta. The ITQ 
Learning and Skills Resource Area:

•	 offers practical support for those working towards an ITQ Learning 
and Skills qualification;

•	 offers tasks and activities mapped against ITQ units; and

•	 provides resources, or links to resources, that can support candidates 
as they work towards addressing their ICT skills gaps.

These resources can be found on the NIACE Moodle at  
http://www.niace.org.uk/ITQSupport  (log in as a guest).

A participant on the ITQ Learning and Skills pilot said:

“ITQ L&S will provide an accredited route to providing relevant CPD for a 
number of our teaching staff.”

For more information contact: sally.betts@niace.org.uk 

To find out more about ITQ please visit:  
http://www.e-skills.com/itq 

For links and information on any of these articles, visit www.chips-extra.info
Copyright NIACE 2009. Published by NIACE, 21 De Montfort Street, Leicester LE1 7GE.

Photo credits: p1 submitted by Gill Thomas, Curriculum Support Tutor, Visual Arts and Media Adult Education in Gloucestershire;  
p2 submitted by Nic Millington, Chief Executive, The Rural Media Company.

Designed by Creative by Design

Contact Chips
The Chips team can be contacted by emailing chips@niace.org.uk 

Please let us know if your address details have changed or if you would like to be added to or removed 
from our mailing list. 

Publications
E-Enabling 
Offender 
Learning 
and Skills: 
E-Learning 
directory 
(Free 
download)

Jackie Essom, Sonya Bovell

This publication contains 
contact details of those involved 
in e-learning in the Offender 
Learning and Skills sector. It can 
be downloaded at

http://shop.niace.org.uk/
elearningdirectory.html

Screens 
and Pages: 
Technology 
and reading 
for pleasure

Sal McKeown, 
Mary Moss 
and Tracy 
Slawson

This book shows how 
technology can be used to 
support and encourage reading, 
particularly reading for pleasure. 
It shows how technology can 
be used to access text and new 
types of reading material. It 
suggests ways to enhance and 
enrich reading, as well as how to 
make reading more accessible. 
The publication costs

£10.95 and is available at  
http://shop.niace.org.uk

http://shop.niace.org.uk/elearningdirectory.html

